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INFOI^TldN DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In accordance with ,37 C. F. R. §1.56, Applicants wish to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the following references: 
U.S. PATENT (S) : 



Patent No. 


Patentee 


Date of 


Issue 


3,572,182 


MacDonald et al. 


Mar- 23, 


1971 


3,973,861 


Siissmuth 


Aug 10, 


1976 


4, 672,726 


Delbecq et al. 


Jun 16, 


1987 


5,448,819 


Grassi 


Sep 12, 


1995 


5,704,743 . , 


Goorsenberg 


Jan .06, 


19.98 


5,716,171 


Malott et al 


Feb 10, 


1998 


5,803, ^79 


Heule 


Sep 08, 


1998 


5, 927, 911 


.t.;-;.-.stei-ner ■ .• . - - 


\ Jur 27, 


1999 


6,006,408 


Rogat 


. Dec 28, 


1999 
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6,375,397 



Lotz 



Apr 23, 2002 



Enclosed is a completed form PTO/SB/08A. 

Consideration of these references by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested. To date, a first Office Action on the 
merits has not been received in connection with this application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is therefore believed to be 
timely filed. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an 
admission that any such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application. Applicant does not waive 
any right to take any action that would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Date: November 11, 2003 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. : MBO-157 



Barry R. Lipsitz 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,637 
755 Main Street, Bldg. 8 
Monroe, CT 06468 
(203) 459-0200 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



RAMNAUTHETAL. 



Attorney Docket Number 



MBO-157 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Pubiication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Numher-Kinrf f^riA* 






^^'3,572,182 


Mar-23-1971 


MacDONALD 








^^"3 973 861 


Aua-10-1976 


SUSSMUTH 








US- 4,672.726 


Jun-16-1987 


DELBECQ ET AL 








us- 5 448^819 


Sep-12-1995 


GRASSI 








5.704. 743" 


Jan-06-1998 


GOORSENBERG 








^^-5,716,171 


Feb-10-1998 


MALOTT ET AL. 








^s- 5,803,679 


Sep-08-1998 


HEULE 






/ 


us- 5.927,911 


Jul-27-1999 


STEINER 








6.006.408 


Dec-28-1999 


ROGAT 








us- 6.375,397 


Apr-23-2002 


LOTZ 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 











FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^ "Number* "Kind Code' (if /mow?) 






















































































Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered 



See Kinds Codes of 
For 



^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 

Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * Foi 
1 of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 'Kind of document by 
on ctonHor^ CT ie I* iKi* 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 



considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to ^applicant. 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign 

the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 If possible, 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
^USEXO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
Qriivi,.and.sujb>iajttin g the co rnpleted application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
*~ '■^""^/^^ciigQastlo nsJfor reduci ng this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 

/rvo.QQMBU^jED^FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 



